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Welcome to the second issue of the Able to Include Project Newsletter

Able to Include & an innovative new projgct run by from five European countries. Knowing that many technological
tooks suitable for mainstream use, and even some particularly designed for disabled people, are not accessibk for persons
with intellectual disabilties, Able to Include aims to create a technical solution that ensures peoplke with intellectual disabilities
can use applications to lkad fuffiling, inde pendent lives.

In this groundbreaking projct, partners will integrate a set of existing technologies to create an open-source and context-
aware accessibilty layer which will integrate with current and future technological toolks. The project will test the accessibility
layer in three usage scenarics over a 14-month period.

In practice, partners will create three key toolk:

e A text and content simplifier
* A pictogram-text, text-pictogram and pictogram-pictogram trans kation tool
* Text-tor-speech functionalities

In the next newsletter we will already present you the Android and Applke apps!

Able to Include wil ako produce an open source Software Developar Kit that will promote the introcduction of the
accessibiity Eyer for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities in any software development environment.

We hope you willenjoy this newsletter, and look forward to your comments and suggestions.

Best regards,
The Able to Include Consortium
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What we've been up to

Abletoinclude.eu

A sneak peek at the results of the Thomas More focus groups

In order to gather insight on the current knowlkedge and expectations of persons with intellectual and developmental
disabilities regarding social media, researchers from organized several focus groups with our target group, but
also with their coaches. In addition to conducting interviews, the research team ako set down with the people with intellectual
disabilities to explore the existing social media applications by means of a game. This way, users were ablk to try out
Facebook, Skype, Instagram, YouTube and WhatsApp together with the researchers, and share with them their critical
opinions.

Itwas clear from the focus groups that persons with intellectual and developmental disabilties are interested in social media.
Although they are not always up to date on what applications exist and what they are used for, they find it important to know
how to use socil media and be kept up-to-date with what i new, just like everyone eke. The larger their social network, and
the more frequently persons with intellectual disabilties are abk to participate in their communities, the more they are prone
to using social media. Researchers noticed even the participants who had never worked with social media were still

enthusiastic about the possibilities it could offer them, and enjoyed trying it out, regardiess of their age or kvel of ability.
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Facebook tops list of preferences for people with intelle_.-ctual
disabilities

Cine of the prerequisites of developing accessible software for people with intellectual and deve lopmental disabilities & truly
understanding how they use technology, and what their needs and requirements are. Therefore, to faciltate the creation of
the accessibility kyer, the final goal of the Ablke to Include Projgct, partner from the United
Kingdom has held six focus groups with people with intellectual disabilties, and has so far analysed 53 questionnaires.

The results are extremely teling. BET has found that 74% of the people interviewed have access to the internet, and 58% of
them can go online from home, either using their cwn or their parents’ devices. Five respondents found the internet too
complicated or a risk to their personal or financ &l wellbeing, which suggests they would have greatly benefited from training
on using a computar or hand-held device and on data protection. The focus groups showed that Facebook, Google,
YouTube and gaming sites are visited by the majority of the respondents, while shopping, general interest, hobbies and sport

websites are popular as well

Universitat
Pompeu Fabra
Barcelona
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ATI partner develops automatic easy-
to-read translation tool

Cine aim of the Abk-to-Inclucke European progct B o
make text simplification technology available for peopke
with intellectual or developmental disabilities.

The TALM group at Universitat Pompsu Fabra in
Barcelona & kading the development and adaptation of
technolgy to simplify textual content in Spanish and
English, and has already developed took which will be
presented at the 1X Scientific Conference on Research on

Disabilties in Salkmanca, Spain on 12 March 2015,

First text-to-speech prototype now
ready

In December 2014, Abk to Include partner Teamnet
relased the first prototy pe for the text-to-speech service
that will act as a core component of the Accessibility
Layer.

The prototype of the TTS Service uses ESPEAK as the
Text To Speech engine, as it has been widely used in the
opan source community. The service will b2 accessibk
using a RESTful architecture based on JSON messages.
This architecture wil facitate easy integration with a
multitude of platiorms and technologies, whather these are
webrbased, mobilk, or desktop.

Where we've been

Horacio Saggion, from the

, presented the simplifier and associated technology at

ESCOLAE, an event for secondary school students, and at a

Able to Include was featured in the
available in 56 languages.

The about the Able to Include Project is

Prograees co-funded by e

EUROQPEAN UNION

The ABLE-TCHINCLUDE project has received funding from the European Union's ICT Policy Support Programme as
part of the Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme under Grant Agreement No. 621055
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